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Rousseau's ideas, lie says truly, may be dis-
covered in the speculations of older writers;
.and he mentions Hobbes and the French Econo-
mists. But the most characteristic of all the
elements in Rousseau's speculation were drawn
from Locke. The theoretic basis of popular
government is to be found in more or less
definite shape in various authors from Thomas
Aquinas downwards. But it was Locke's
philosophic vindication of the Revolution of
1688, in the famous essay on Civil Government,
that directly taught Rousseau the lesson of the
Sovereignty of the People. Such originality as
the Social Contract possesses is due to its remark-
able union of the influence of the two antagonistic
English Thinkers. The differences between
Hobbes and Rousseau were striking enough.
Rousseau looked on men as good, Hobbes looked
on them as bad. The one described the state
of nature as a state of peace, the other as a state
of war. The first believed that laws and institu-
tions had depraved man, the second that they
had improved him. In spite of these differences
the influence of Hobbes was important, but only
important in combination. " The total result is/'